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"Xlener. That young man ii ever
head and ears in

"Tn whntnV!
sbt."

"Te shops Jeweler, florists, restau-
rants. All the debts a gay young blade
wditld Incur."

''Hen ame,e me, Morten. Lockwood
Isn't that sort."

"Isn't he? You're deceived, -- like
every eno eise, Dy tnat icy cnim of Ills.
He stnre.i haushtllv. nitrf unnenm hnve
and beyond ordinary mortals, but he'd
ucep. xnat'n wnat he i, deep."

"Well, hew did he de lt?"
"With hlh penholder. A smooth,

sharp silver penholder. And he took
the money nnd the ruby."

"And new did he leave the room?"
"Don't ask me that I Thnt's his se-

cret. Hut, I've a notion he was In
cahoet! with that new .Inn, the one that
vamoosed. I lheerlc," Morten waxed
Important as he noted the nrosecuter's
attention, "that the .Tap hnd some
gruage agams waring, und It was lie
who,l randed bis forehead, und who con-
trived n way te leave the room locked
behind hlm. Why, I read n story the
ether day where n key was turned
from the ether side of a doer by
means of a slender steel bar through
the key hnndle, nnd u string frenv the
bar, lending down und under the doer.
Once outside the murderer pulled the
string, the bar turned the key In the
lock, the bar fell te the fleer and he
dragged lt under the doer by meads of
the string."

"IneetllrillM! lull If Imnlliw ,1i.
raided from the fleer."

"1 knew. And this one isn't. But
lt nil gees te prove thnt there can be
some way some diabolically clever way
te de the trick. And the Jnpnncc nre
diabolically clever. And se ! Lock-wee-

And if the two worked together
they could accomplish wonders. Thin
Iockweod, with his wooden face, could
disarm, suspicion. The Jap, let us say,
ceuldn t, se Lockwood pecked him off."

"Interesting but nil theory."
Te be proved or disproved, then."
les, but meantime, you nre losing

time en mere practical investigation.
Let s leek outside for footprints 1

mean for any one coming or going from
this side entrance."

"The French window? Nobody
comes or gees that way in this weather :
the puth Isn't even shoveled. That's
iibcn mostly ln summer tiqie."

"Xevcrfhelew." Cray opened the
uuiir. someueciy nas ecen nerc. '

.Morten looked out and stared hard.
Hew had he ;eme te neglect a matter
of Hueh Importance. Ther were two
plainly visible lines of footprints In the
snow, eno quite obviously coming to-

ward the house nnd one going away
from lt.

"There'e your murderer," said Cray,
uulctlr.

"Oh no," but Morten wriggled un-
easily. "It couldn't he. Xe inurdeter
Is going te walk through crusted snow,
te and from the becne of his crime,
leaving definite footprints like these!"

"That's no argument. He might have
come here with no intent of crime, und
afterward, might have been se besldf
himself he couldn't plan sufelj."

"Oh. well, get what you can from
them," suld Morten, pettishly. "I
suppose you deduce a tall man. with
blue eyes nnd two teeth missing."

"Don't be cheap, Morten. And, .en
the contrary, I deduce n small man.
Tlley arc smell footprints, and close
together. The Japanese nre small men,
Morten."

"Well, these prints are mere than
twenty-fou- r hour old, nnd they're net
clear enough te Incriminate mi body."

"They bnven't changed an leta from
the moment they were made. This cold
nnp has kept everything frozen solid.

Loek ut the frost still en the panes, the
Icicles still en the window sashes, the
Ice centinc still en all the trees and
branches. In fart. It has grown etcedlly
colder since night before last, and until
It b'glns te thaw we. have these foot-
prints as Intact evidence. I will have
them photographed."

"They are small." Morten agreed
after further examination. "And ns
J oil say. toe close together for an ordi-
nary sized man. It leeks like the .Tnn."

"Beginning te wake up, are .ou?
You've sure been asleep ut the switch,
Morten."

"Nothing of the sort, Mr. Cray. But
I ought te have help. I've had all I
could tackle, making the necessary
first Inquiries, and getting the facts
straightened out."

"That business could have waited
better than these ether things. New,
there's Crinimlns the lawyer arriving.
Let's interview him. But net ln the
study. Keep that clear."

They met Crlwmlns Jn the hall, and
took him te the living room.

The matter of the will was Imme-
diately taken up,, and Mr. Bates was
asked te tell which desk drawer it
was in.

Accompanied by the lawyer and the
setreUry, Mrs. Dates Indicated the
drawer, and Lockwood opened it with
his key.

There were a few papers In It but no
will.

Ner could further search disclose any
such document.

"Who took It?" said Mrs. Bates
blankly.

But no one could answer her. The
ethers came thronging in, Cray's ur-
gent requests te keep out of the study
being entirely ignored.

"I knew It," declared Mrs. Peyton
triumphantly. "New, I guers you
won't be mi cocky. Krally Bates you
or your 'authority!' "

Mrs. Bates looked at her. "I am the
heir," she said haughtily. "I essert
thnt but I cannot prove lt until the
wilj Is found. It Isn't In your possee-eie-

Mr. C'rimmlns?"
"Ne; Dr. Waring preferred te keep

it himself. I cannot understand its dis-
appearance."

"A let of paper has been burned In
this fireplace, said Helen Peyton, who
wuh poking the ashes around.

Morten hastened te leek, for it seemed
te him as if everybody wh stealing his
thunder.

"Nothing that can be identified," he
said, carelessly.

"Ne?" demurred Cray. "At any
rate, it leeks as If some legal papers
were destroyed. This bit of ash Is quite
evidently the remainder of several sheets
folded together."

But no definite knowledge could be
gained outside the fact that much paper
had been burned there. As no fire hnu
been mode since the discovery of the
tragedy, it steed to reason the papers
were burned by Dr. Waring himself or
by his midnight intruder, if there were
such a one.

"Well," Cray demanded of the law-ye- r,

"If no will can be found, then who
Inherits the property of Dr. Waring?
And is it considerable?"

"res: Dr. Waring had quite a for-
tune," Crlmmins told them. "As te an
heir, he has a distant cousin a sec-
ond cousin, who, I suppose, would be
the legal inheritor, in the absence of
any will. But, I knew he made a will
In Mrs. Bates' favor, and it included a
few miner legacies te the members of
this household and some neighbors."

"I knew it," Mrs. Bates said. "I'm
perfectly familiar with all the be-
quests. But where u the will? It
must be found I It can't bave been
burnt!"
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